'IRAQ,
study the British position in 'Iraq. In the meantime, the Treaty,
for which the Residency had so strenuously worked, hung in the
air without the ratification of the British Government, while at
the first Lausanne Conference and on the Mosul frontier the
Turks gave every indication that they would never agree to
cede Mosul Wilayet to 'Iraq,1
It became apparent in the Cabinet Committee deliberations,
which Sir Percy Cox attended,2 that, while Great Britain could
not abandon 'Iraq until the Turco-'Iraq frontier dispute had
been settled, an immediate reduction might be made in the
period over which British commitments were to extend. Accord-
ingly, when the High Commissioner returned to Baghdad,
March 3ist, he brought a draft Protocol reducing the duration
of the Treaty of 1922 from twenty years to four,3 from the date
of the ratification of peace with Turkey. The door was left
open, however, for future negotiations.4 The Protocol was
subsequently signed, April 30th, 1923, but its publication met
with less approval in 'Iraq than had been expected.6
Under the new policy adopted by H.M. Government, it is not
surprising that the entire question of the degree to which
it was necessary or desirable for the Organic Law to be so
framed as to enable us to control the 'Iraq Parliament
through the King in order to secure fulfilment of treaty
relations,6
should be discussed from a new view-point at the Colonial
Office, as well as the provisos dealing with other powers of the
King, finance and amendments to the Constitution. This
1 For an admirable treatment of the Turco-'Iraq Frontier dispute, see Toynbee*
A. J., Islamic World, pp. 471-531.
* Baghdad Times, February isth, 1923; Bell, op, cit., p. 662.
3 Text: Appendix ix. The available evidence gives no support to the view
taken in the Memorandum on The Termination of the Mandatory Regime in Iraqi
(Royal Institute of International Affairs^ 1932), p. 8, that the Protocol was made
'in order to put an end to the boycotting of the elections to the Constituent
Assembly.'   See infra, pp. 391-3
4 Last sentence of the Protpcol: Appendix ix. Cf. Progress of *Iraq, p. t$.
6 Al-Iraq, May 5th; Al-Asvma, May 7th, 1923.
6 Middle East Department, Minute, March 3ist, 1923, C.O. 10606/23,
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